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Notice of assessment 

The Notice of Assessment 
is an annual statement 
sent by the Canada  
Revenue Agency (CRA) to 
a taxpayer after they have 
filed a tax return. 

The Notice of Assessment 
is often not required to 
successfully complete 
a tax return. However, 
depending on the client’s 
unique circumstances, 
the NOA may contain 
important information 
that should be noted in a 
client’s tax clinic intake. 

A Notice of Assessment will state: 

• The date the client’s tax return was assessed by the Canada 
Revenue Agency 

• The client’s tax assessment summary 

• Whether the client has an amount owing, a refund, or a zero 
balance 

• An explanation of any changes or corrections made to the 
client’s tax return by the Canada Revenue Agency 

• Any action that the client might need to take (For example,  
if the client has an amount owing, the NOA will have the  
payment date deadlines and payment options) 

Depending on the client’s unique circumstances  
the NOA may also contain: 

• RRSP deduction limit and available  
contribution room 

• Tuition credit carry forward amounts 

• Home Buyers’ Plan (HBP) balance and repayment information 

• Lifelong Learning Plan (LLP) balance and repayment information 

• Tax Free Savings Account (TFSA) limit 

See the reverse for more information on tuition carry forward 
amounts and RRSP deduction limits/available contribution room. 
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Notice of assessment

Tuition Carry Forward 
Amounts 

If the client has paid 
school tuition in previous 
tax years and has unused 
tuition and education 
amounts, please indicate 
both federal and provincial 
amounts in the “note  
section” of document 
checklist. Tuition carry 
forward amounts will be 
located at the bottom of 
the client’s most recent 
NOA.
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I

RRSP Deduction Limit  
and Contribution Room 

If the taxpayer has  
contributed to an RRSP 
please indicate in the 
“note section” of document 
checklist the client’s: 

• RRSP Deduction Limit 

• Unused RRSP  
contribution room 

This will be located at the 
bottom of the client’s most 
recent NOA. 
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